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Long long ago
ACH/ALLC 2002, Tubingen, Germany

Robert Musil, “Die Amsel”, with aligned translation
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Scholia demonstration

Data source - TEI XML
Processing - XSLT 1.0
Rendering - HTML/CSS/]S of 2002

Features and capabilities:

- XML/XSLT in browser OR static HTML/CSS/]S

- Dynamic responsiveness in Ul

- Aligned views “for free”
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Tiegt—raunite Azwei von selbst eini—, und =
damals glaubte ich, in diesem Geist der
Massenhaftigkeit und Ode etwas wie eine
‘Wiiste oder ein Meer zu sehen; ein
Schlachthaus in Chikago, obgleich mir die
Vorstellung den Magen umdreht, ist doch |
cine ganz andere Sache als ein
Blumentdpfchen! Das Merkw
aber, daB ich gerade in der Zeit,
diese Wolmung besab, ungewshalich oft
an meine Eltern dachte. Du erinmerst dich,
daB ich so gut wie jede Bezichung zu ilnen
verloren hatte; aber da gab es nun wit
cinem Male in meinem Kopf den Satz: Sie
haben dir das Leben geschenlkt; und dieser
Komische Satz kelute von Zeit zu Zeit
wieder wie eine Fliege, die sich nicht

iber diese

You recall, that T
had just about given up any relation to
them: but then the senfence wrofe ifself in
iy head: They have given you life; and this
odd sentence fumed over and over like a
fly that won't get scared away.

verscheuchen lat. E
scheinheilige R edensart, die man uns in der
Kindheit einpriigt, weiter nichts zu
bemerken. Aber wenn ich meine Wolmung
betrachtete, sagte ich nun ebenso: Siehst
du, jetzt hast du dein Leben gekautt; fiir
soundsoviel Mark jalulcher Micte.

it sagte ich el manchunal: Nun
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The “content” of any medium is always another medium.
— Marshall McLuhan, Understanding Media (1964)

¥ @ RobertMusi, "Dic Amsel:aRe X+
< c % pellucidliterature.org/Amsel/Amsel.htm|

instructions for using this p

Die Amsel

pe (or experiment?)

Die beiden Ménner, deren ich erwéhnen mufl — um drei kleine

Geschichten zu erzihlen, bei denen es darauf ankommt, wer sie berichtet
—waren Jugendfreunde: nennen wir sic Acins und Azwel. Denn im
Grunde

Man #ndert sich im Laufe solcher Jahre

je dlter man wird.
m Scheitel bis zur

Jugendfreundschaft um so sonderbare
ohle und
von den Hérchen der Haut bis ins Herz, aber das Verhéltnis zueinander
bleibt merkw gerweise das gleiche und sindert sich sowenig wie die
n, die jeder einzelne Mensch zu den verschiedenen Herren
pflegt, die er der Reihe nach mit Ich ans
an, ob man so empfindet wie der kleine Knabe mit dickem Kopf und

blondem Haar, der einst photographiert worden ist: nein, man kann im

Grunde nicht einmal sagen, daB man dieses kleine, alberne, ichige

mmt ja nicht darauf

Scheusal gern hat. Und so ist man auch mit seinen besten Freunden

weder einverstanden noch zufrieden: ja, viele Freunde mdgen sich nicht
einmal leiden. In gewissem Sinn sind das sogar die tiefsten und besten
Freundschaften und enthalten das unbegreifliche Element ohne alle

Beimengungen.

Die Jugend, welche die beiden Freunde Aeins und Azwei verband, war

nichts we ls eine r wesen. Sie waren zwar beide in einem

Institut erzogen worden., wo man hmeichelte, den relig
Grundsitzen gebithrenden Nachdruck zu geben; aber seine Zoglinge
setzten ihren ganzen Ehrgeiz darein, nichts davon zu halten. Die Kirche
dieses Instituts zum Beispiel war eine schone, richtige, grofe Kirche, mit
einem steinernen Turm, und nur
So konnten, da niemals cin Fremder cintrat, immer cinzelne Gruppen der

Schiiler, indes der Rest, je nachdem es dic heilige Sitte forderte, vorn in

den Gebrauch der Schule bestimmt.

den Bénken bald knicte, bald aufstand, hinten bei den Beichtstihlen, auf
der Orgeltreppe oder sich auf den Turm verzichen. der unter dem spitzen
Dach wie einen Kerzenteller einen steinernen Balkon trug, auf dessen
Gelénder in schwindelnder Hshe Kunststiicke ausgefithrt wurden, die

selbst weniger siindenbeladene Knaben den Hals kosten kénnten.
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An assisted reader

The two men I have to mention — to tell three small stories in which it

matters who the narrator is — were fr om boyhood: we can call

more amazing, the

Hitting the Wall in 2002

Rigid model, single hierarchy
Overconstrained alignment
Two levels of annotation are not enough

them Aone and Atwo. Now boyl
older ts. In the cour:
sole, from the hairs on the skin
another remains remarkably thd

nmections each of us cultivat
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Plus side:

Die Amsel demo still runs today at

https://pellucidliterature.org/



... Fast forward ...

Range map of Percy Shelley, Julian and Maddalo
a dialogue in rhymed couplets (1819)

XSLT 2.0, XQuery (2007)

regular expressions; grouping;

tunnel parameters; stylesheet functions;

<< and >> operators

XProc 1.0 (2010), XProc 3.0/3.1 (2022-2025)
HTML and plain text I/0

XQuery/XPath 3.0/3.1, XSLT 3.0 (2017)

maps, arrays, accumulators

Invisible XML (2022)
LMNL: the Layered Markup and Annotation Language

Presented with Jeni Tennison, Extreme Markup Languages 2001

Related papers offered 2002-2015
JT, GTN, SD, PD, MBO, JC, CMSMcQ, CH,
FV, AW, 0S, MS, ACz, GM, PC, D]B, RD

and many others - you are remembered!

Luminescent demonstration 2012

Luminescent - XSLT 2.0 pipelines
Balisage 2012, Digital Humanities 2013

Frankenstein Trans formed (LMNL range map 2015)
Electronic Verse Engineer (EVE) (Saxon]S 2022)



Discovering new requirements
The world has also changed

Better tools making better resources - network effects
[ could be refining and codifying Scholia and its models and interfaces ...

... or ... I could be doing something even more interesting

Assisted (graded) reader

The goal is language acquisition

Amazing advances

Assisted readers and their functional equivalents

(not reading as such, but the ability to read) are now not so hard to find ...

Assumes a curriculum and probably a classroom

Autodidactic Transcription?
Focused on a literary work, not a course of study

For an audience of one

Not so much a medium (electronic or other) as a workbench
Research, translation, commentary, questions
Building a reader is a means to an end

... Learn by teaching (oneself) ...




Scholia 2026

Initially a reboot, but things got out of hand
Free to speed up by slowing down

To question, research, record, transcribe
e ————————— _ Using browser, printer, pencil, page

it find o cume xpah 3.1+ [2 - jbutton
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wording here is distinctive enough that one w fhe de ctually offered his ¢ e raventracks.org/Demonax/Demonax scholi-EDITON.. B & ¥r D@ & ek
thing like D ge s of goods and bads an reedom will in a short time

ey

gs.”4 This translation switches the clauses’ subjects in order to retain the main oppositions: forgetfulness of
and freedom from good things and bad, and the short wait versus its long duration.

Sedate | Dramatc [ Ciear]
» Life of Demonax

"+ His mild temperament « e w—
»bEuehevd Phewas about to, was going 014 §2 'yt wal aSeA@odS oTaoALOVTag > Synopsis
SraAddrrewy kad yuveudi Tpog Tovg yeyapnkotag eipfivy mputavedewv-

yovaidi mpog Tobg yeyapnkétas eipiviy T » His outlook
He was able to reconcile quarreling brothers and mediate peace between

v His mild temperament
and their husbands.
9 a He was able to reconcile Fuehev 5 abr kal dSehgobs
sipfvny mpuTavedew 5
quarreling brothers and mediate oraciddovrag SiaMdrrew ket
The Fowlers render this b “and preside over the restoration of marital harmony,” 4 which is nice. . s .
peace between women and their Yovaugi mpdG Tois yeyapnkétag
Epedey B2 abTd husbands. cipiivy npuraveben S G

O T e A e T S e A e s B e s o i) i
infinitive verb SiadAdrtew (talked between brothers) in paralle] with another infinitive verb Tputavebew (presided over

harmony). Maybe in English the entire thing should be reversed: P“Mediating between quarreling brothers and
negotiating peace between women and their husbands were things he was about [called on] to do." ¢ &uzAev in the imperfect
tense indicates repeated action.
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He could even talk down a crowd of protesters and convince most of e e o
moderate their patriotic fervor.
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Gid | Author
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Spm off Enghsh translation in PDF

In addition to annotations at word and phrase level e

e I R

the Scholia 2026 model supports glosses -
attached to arbitrary ranges, even when overlapping erfi;; |
See the Life of Demonax at https://raventracks.org =




orm, the technology fills gaps

Drawing on amazing resources for Homer and Ancient Greek

Perseus (Tufts University); PerseusDL (Github); Homer Multitext Project;

XProc

Logeion/Morpho (U Chicago); Scaife Reader (Perseus); Alphaeos.org; diogen.es,

TEI, EpiDoc, all DH, the public web, and Project Gutenberg

OMHPOY IAILAX

Squibs: text for transcription

Cribs: running vocabularies

liad 117
Vocabulary Worksheet
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Scriptorium Technique

Learn your text by transcribing it
Developed by Alexander Arguelles
Popularized by Luke Ranieri (polyMATHY on YouTube)

To learn to use something, make something




[BOOK [n}1{]}

[para}

Overlhappens

[prayer [to}Muse{]}[1l [n}1. 1{]}unv1v de1de Oea MnAntldadew Ax1ARfog{l]
[1 [n}1. 2{]}oquu£vnv, n uupl Axailoilg GAye’ &€6nke,{1]

uxac 'Até1 mpoiadev{l]

v{l]

The Laminator - XProc/iXML/XSLT for LMNL BouAn, {1]
https://github.com/wendellpiez/Laminator/

Epic Markup - the Laminator in application

[n}1:

https://github.com/wendellpiez/EpicMarkup/

[1 9{]}Antol¢ kai A10G uldg-. O yap BaOIAnl onweslq{l]
[1 [n}1.10{]}voloov ava otpatov Opc
[1 [n}1.11{]}oUveka tOV Xpuonv ATip Epic Markup presents
[1 [n}1.12{]}Atpeidbng: [scene [set} .
[1 [n}1.13{]}Avoduevog te Ouyatpa ¢ The Iliad of Homer
[1 [n}1.14{]}oteppat’ Exwv &v Xe€pPOl Exploratory LMNL marku

p y p
[1 [n}1.15{]}xpuocw ava OKAMTPW, Ko o
[1 [n}1.16{]}Atp=T50 62 pdhiota S0 Based(nl?erﬁeusDFsources(cc.by sa)
[speech [by}Chryses{][to}Agamemnon, XProc pipelines with XSLT and iXML
[1 [n}1.17{]}Atpeidal te kal GAAO1 Making TEI, HTML, PDF
[1 [n}1.18{]}UupTlv pev Beol 6oiev OA ( .

XML
[1 [n}1.19{]}enépoat Mpidpolo mOAL MYTHOI version (.narratlvle structure)
[1 [n}1.20{]}naida &6’ £poil AvUoatte SVG range map illustrations
[1 [n}1.21{]}alopevol A1OC uldv €Kn .. and more ..
{speech]{para]

[para}[1l [n}1.22{]}&v6’

r

GAAO1 pev mavteg eneuvdriunoav Axatoi{l]

Fr'ml1 2725 71lAd 8cSA0BAT A° Seecninay vad AN SNEvVvBAT ATtatvana  T11



Winged words

The fractal structure of Homer's Iliad

an assembly

Achaian sb

LMNL ranges can be rendered as shapes along an axis.
Each shape shows where and how far a range extends within the text.
In this document, ranges are tagged for book, 1ine, para, scene, speech, tale, simile and more.



Why read the Iliad?

Today's topic

Some one said: “The dead writers are remote from us

because we know so much more than they did.”

Precisely, and they are that which we know.

— T. S. Eliot, “Tradition and the Individual Talent” (1919)

The fractal structure of Homer's Iliad
Learn by making

Open data and open tools really work

- - - (and thanks are due)

e ; e et g

C. M. Sperberg-McQueen XSLT Workshop ACH/ALLC 2002 Tiibingen
Inviting us to think about document transformations

Write it down! The head learns with the hands
We have only barely started

with markup technologies



r | ‘Ready to learn XSLT
Thank you!

Projects mentioned

Die Amsel demonstration 2002
https://pellucidliterature.org

Scholia 2026: Lucian's Life of Demonax
An assisted reader
With a PDF English translation (by W Piez)
https://raventracks.org

(new!) Platonic Markup
Excerpt from D. Laertius, for Allen Renear

Homer Scriptorium resources
Also at https://raventracks.org

Laminator - XProc/XSLT/iXML for MNML LMNL
https://github.com/wendellpiez/Laminator/

EpicMarkup - Homer's Iliad in LMNL
https://github.com/wendellpiez/EpicMarkup/

PDF slides were produced from XML source using XSL, SVG, and XProc.
All photographs are by the author.



